
CREATE AN UPCYCLED 
PLANTER!



What Is An Upcycled 
Planter?

Plants can be grown in a variety of ways. One of the easiest 
ways of growing a plant is in a pot or a container. But before 

you purchase something new to place your plant in, look 
around your home. You might be able to create an upcycled 

planter by using materials that you already have.

An upcycled planter is made by using recycled materials such 
as an empty food can or a clean plastic bottle. Creating an 
upcycled planter can bring beauty and art to your garden!



Materials 
Needed

• A clean juice carton

-You can use a clean 20oz soda 
bottle or plastic milk container

• Potting soil

• Shovel

• Plant of your choice

• Scissors

• Craft supplies



Step #1

• Take your empty juice carton 
and turn it on its side so that 
the cap is facing sideways. 

• Using your scissors, carefully 
cut your carton by creating a 
hole in one of the corners. 
Put your scissors through the 
hole and begin cutting along 
the edge of the carton. 

• Make sure to ask for help if 
you are not comfortable with 
using scissors!



Step #2

• Decorate your carton using any 
craft supplies that you have 
available. Here are some ideas:

-Paint or draw on the 
outside of the carton

-Add glitter, sequence, 
buttons, ribbon or pom 
poms 

-Attach leaves, flower 
petals, small rocks or 
sticks 



Step #3

• Once your carton has been 
decorated, poke a few small 
holes on the bottom of the 
carton to help with drainage.

• You can now fill the carton 
halfway with the potting soil. 

• Next, place the plant of your 
choice in the carton and add 
more soil to cover the roots 
of the plant. 

• If you are growing a plant by 
seed, make sure  cover up 
the entire seed with soil. 



Step #4
• Place your planter in the 

sun and give your plant 
water daily. 

Share Your 
Progress!

Share your upcycled planter 
with us to be featured in our 
newsletter and on social 
media!
Scan or take a picture of your 
upcycled planter and e-mail it 
to agriscapesinfo@cpp.edu 
with your name and age.


